
Great Adaptations: The Art and Craft of
Screenwriting Global Storytelling
In the realm of screenwriting, adaptations play a pivotal role in bridging
literary masterpieces with the captivating medium of film and television.
Among the most revered and enduring adaptations are those drawn from
the timeless works of Charles Dickens. His profound insights into the
human condition, coupled with his intricate storytelling and unforgettable
characters, have captivated readers and viewers alike for generations.
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In "Great Adaptations: Screenwriting and Global Storytelling," renowned
screenwriter David Nicholls embarks on a literary and cinematic journey,
exploring the art and craft of adapting Dickens' classic novels for the
screen. Through in-depth analyses of major adaptations, including "Bleak
House," "Little Dorrit," "Oliver Twist," "David Copperfield," "Great
Expectations," and "A Tale of Two Cities," Nicholls unveils the
transformative process of bringing these literary icons to life on screen.
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Chapter 1: Bleak House

Nicholls begins his exploration with "Bleak House," a sprawling epic that
delves into the complexities of Victorian society. He examines how the
2005 film adaptation deftly captures the novel's intricate plot, vivid
characters, and social commentary, while remaining true to Dickens'
original vision.
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Nicholls delves into the challenges of adapting such a massive novel,
discussing the crucial decisions made by the screenwriters and director in
selecting key plot points and characters while maintaining the essence of
the original work.

Chapter 2: Little Dorrit

The 2008 miniseries adaptation of "Little Dorrit" showcased the power of television to
provide expansive storytelling opportunities, bringing Dickens' complex characters
and social commentary to a broader audience.

Next, Nicholls turns his attention to "Little Dorrit," a story of resilience and
redemption set against the backdrop of London's Marshalsea prison. He
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praises the 2008 miniseries adaptation for its meticulous attention to detail
and its ability to capture the novel's emotional depth.

Nicholls analyzes the screenwriters' masterful adaptation of the novel's
intricate structure, which alternates between the perspectives of multiple
characters, and explores how the miniseries format allowed for a more
thorough exploration of the novel's themes.

Chapter 3: Oliver Twist



Continuing his journey, Nicholls examines the 2005 film adaptation of
"Oliver Twist," a timeless tale of an orphaned boy's journey through the
harsh realities of Victorian England. He commends the screenwriters for
capturing the novel's dark and gritty atmosphere while maintaining its heart-
wrenching emotional core.
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Nicholls delves into the challenges of adapting a novel that has been
adapted numerous times before, discussing the creative choices made by
the filmmakers to distinguish their version while honoring the original work.

Chapter 4: David Copperfield

The 2019 film adaptation of "David Copperfield" infused Dickens' classic with a
modern sensibility, showcasing the versatility and timelessness of his storytelling.
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Nicholls then explores the 2019 film adaptation of "David Copperfield," a
coming-of-age story that follows the titular character through his childhood,
adolescence, and adulthood. He praises the screenwriters for their bold
and inventive approach, which modernized the novel while preserving its
essential themes and characters.

Nicholls analyzes how the filmmakers used creative storytelling techniques,
such as flashbacks and voiceover narration, to enhance the narrative and
create a deeply personal and immersive experience for viewers.

Chapter 5: Great Expectations

Delving further into Dickens' adaptations, Nicholls examines the 2012 film
adaptation of "Great Expectations," a haunting tale of love, loss, and
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redemption. He commends the filmmakers for their faithful adaptation of the
novel's atmospheric and suspenseful tone, as well as their nuanced
characterizations.

Nicholls discusses the challenges of adapting a novel that is renowned for
its ambiguous and open-ended , analyzing how the screenwriters crafted a
satisfying ending while remaining true to Dickens' original intent.

Chapter 6: A Tale of Two Cities
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The Devil Doctors is a gripping novel that explores the dark side of the
medical profession. It follows the story of a young doctor who...
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