The True Story of Custer's Last Fight:
Separating Fact from Fiction

The Battle of Little Bighorn, also known as Custer's Last Fight, is an iconic
event in American history. The clash between the 7th Cavalry Regiment led
by George Armstrong Custer and a coalition of Lakota Sioux, Northern
Cheyenne, and Arapaho warriors has been immortalized in countless
books, movies, and legends. However, separating fact from fiction and
uncovering the true story of this pivotal battle can be a daunting task.
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The Key Players

George Armstrong Custer: A charismatic and ambitious cavalry
commander, Custer was known for his aggressive tactics and disregard for
caution. His leadership played a significant role in the outcome of the
battle.
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Crazy Horse: A Lakota warrior and spiritual leader, Crazy Horse emerged
as one of the most prominent figures in the Indian resistance to American
expansion. His strategic prowess and unwavering determination proved
crucial in the Lakota victory.

Sitting Bull: A Hunkpapa Lakota chief and spiritual leader, Sitting Bull
played a vital role in uniting the Lakota and their allies against Custer's
forces. His foresight and diplomatic skills contributed to the Lakota's
success.

The Military Strategies

Custer's Plan: Custer divided his regiment into three battalions, intending
to surround and attack the Lakota camp from multiple directions. However,
this plan underestimated the size and ferocity of the Lakota force.

Lakota Tactics: The Lakota warriors employed a fluid and highly effective
strategy, using their superior knowledge of the terrain and their mobility to
outmaneuver Custer's cavalry. They utilized a combination of mounted and
dismounted tactics, including a "buffalo jump" strategy that encircled the
enemy.

The Battle Unfolds

On June 25, 1876, Custer's forces encountered a massive Lakota
encampment along the banks of the Little Bighorn River. Despite warnings
from his subordinates, Custer persisted in his attack. The battle quickly
turned into a bloody melee, with Lakota warriors emerging victorious.

Custer's entire battalion, known as the 7th Cavalry, was annihilated. The
Lakota and their allies lost between 50 and 300 warriors, while Custer's



regiment suffered 268 casualties.

The Aftermath

The Battle of Little Bighorn was a turning point in the Indian Wars. It
exposed the limitations of American military tactics and led to a
reassessment of the government's Indian policy. The victory at Little
Bighorn became a symbol of Lakota resistance and a reminder of the tragic
consequences of westward expansion.

Historical Interpretations

Over the years, numerous interpretations of Custer's Last Fight have
emerged. Some historians view Custer as a reckless and overconfident
commander who ignored the warning signs and paid the ultimate price.
Others portray him as a brave and courageous soldier who was
overwhelmed by a superior force.

The Lakota perspective, often overlooked in early historical accounts, has
gained increasing prominence in recent years. Lakota leaders emphasize
the defensive nature of their actions, their determination to protect their
lands and way of life, and the devastating impact of American colonialism
on their communities.

The Legacy of Little Bighorn

The Battle of Little Bighorn remains a significant event in American history
and a source of inspiration and debate. It has shaped our understanding of
the Indian Wars, the American West, and the relationship between Native
Americans and the United States.



Custer's Last Fight continues to fascinate and challenge historians,
researchers, and the general public alike. By examining the facts,
understanding the perspectives of all involved, and grappling with the
complexities of the past, we can gain a deeper appreciation for this pivotal
event and its enduring legacy.

The true story of Custer's Last Fight is a captivating tale of courage,
sacrifice, and the clash between two distinct cultures. By peeling back the
layers of myth and legend, we can uncover the historical realities and gain
a profound understanding of one of the most iconic battles in American
history.

For those seeking a comprehensive and thoroughly researched account of
this fascinating event, | highly recommend "The True Story of Custer's Last
Fight: The Battle of the Little Bighorn," by author Larry Sklenar. This well-
written and meticulously documented work offers a balanced and
comprehensive narrative, drawing from multiple perspectives and the latest
historical research.

By reading this book, you will gain a deeper understanding of the events
leading up to the battle, the strategies employed by both sides, and the
aftermath that shaped the course of American history. It is an essential
resource for anyone interested in the American West, Native American
history, or the complexities of war and its consequences.
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