When Baseball Went To War: The Untold Story
of the Major Leaguers Who Served in World
War Il

On December 7, 1941, the United States entered World War Il. The attack
on Pearl Harbor brought the war to America's doorstep, and the country
was quickly mobilized. Baseball was no exception. Within days of the
attack, major league teams were suspending operations and players were
volunteering for military service.
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More than 500 major leaguers served in World War Il. They came from all
walks of life and all parts of the country. Some were stars, like Joe
DiMaggio and Ted Williams. Others were journeymen, like Phil Rizzuto and
Bob Feller. But they all had one thing in common: they were willing to put
their lives on hold to fight for their country.
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The major leaguers who served in World War Il faced many challenges.
They had to adjust to military life, which was oftenEg UL \EZ UL ). They had
to deal with the dangers of combat, which were always present. And they
had to cope with the emotional toll of war, which could be overwhelming.

Despite the challenges, the major leaguers who served in World War |
made a significant contribution to the war effort. They served in every
branch of the military, and they fought in every major theater of the war.
They were pilots, infantrymen, and sailors. They were medics, engineers,
and chaplains. And they were all heroes.

The major leaguers who served in World War Il returned home as changed
men. They had seen the horrors of war, and they had learned the value of
life. They were more mature, more responsible, and more appreciative of
the freedoms that we enjoy today.

The story of the major leaguers who served in World War Il is an important
one. It is a story of courage, sacrifice, and patriotism. It is a story that
should never be forgotten.

Profiles of Major Leaguers Who Served in World War I

Here are some profiles of major leaguers who served in World War II:

= Joe DiMaggio: DiMaggio was one of the greatest baseball players of
all time. He was a seven-time All-Star and a three-time MVP. DiMaggio
served in the U.S. Army Air Forces during World War Il. He flew 35
combat missions over Europe and was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross.



=  Ted Williams: Williams was another one of the greatest baseball
players of all time. He was a 19-time All-Star and a two-time MVP.
Williams served in the U.S. Navy during World War Il. He flew 39
combat missions over Korea and was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross.

= Phil Rizzuto: Rizzuto was a shortstop for the New York Yankees. He
was a five-time All-Star and a one-time MVP. Rizzuto served in the
U.S. Army during World War II. He fought in the Battle of the Bulge and
was awarded the Bronze Star.

= Bob Feller: Feller was a pitcher for the Cleveland Indians. He was an
eight-time All-Star and a three-time MVP. Feller served in the U.S.
Navy during World War Il. He flew 25 combat missions over the Pacific
and was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross.

The Legacy of the Major Leaguers Who Served in World War Il

The major leaguers who served in World War Il left a lasting legacy. They
helped to win the war, and they inspired their fellow Americans with their
courage and sacrifice. Their story is one that should never be forgotten.

The major leaguers who served in World War Il are a reminder that
baseball is more than just a game. It is a symbol of American values, such
as courage, determination, and teamwork. The major leaguers who served
in World War |l showed us the true meaning of these values, and they
continue to inspire us today.
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